
April Birthdays 

10 Ken Macdonald 13 Colin Paull 

May Birthdays 

6 John Grant 8 Jill Bradley  11 Fay Jones   

 15 Margaret  Paull 22 Bert Peters 

28 Jean Roach 

GENERAL MEETING - MAY 12th  

The next General meeting is to be held in Ballina at the BALLINA RSL 
CLUB, May12th, starting at 10.30am.  Don’t forget to bring some 

ideas for 2014 rallies or comments on the proposed rallies. 

Club Shirts and Jackets.  

These can be ordered with Margaret Paull. Shirts come 
in 2 styles, with sleeves and without sleeves for prices 
see Margaret. Prices do not include the logo embroi-
dery which is replaced with a cloth badge and is in-
cluded and should be fitted to the right chest. Delivery 

is about 2-3 weeks from date of order.  

Buy Swap & Sell 

.DO NOT OVERTAKE TURNING VEHICLE. 

These stickers for the rear of your caravan are now available 

by ordering them from Beverley at $15 each. Limited supply. 

UHF 18 Stickers are available from Beverley at $3.00 each. 

SUMMERLAND CARAVAN CLUB Stickers from Colin 

Paull at $2.00 each.  

CLUB CLOTH BADGES. Cloth badges are available $4.00 

each See Colin. 
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CIL Insurance. 

When you are about to renew your caravan insurance don’t forget to 
contact CIL Insurance (1800 112 481) for a price. You should quote Ref-

erence Number 14310549 and that you are a member of our club.  

CHRISTMAS IN JULY RALLY 2013 

The Christmas in July Rally 2013 is to be held at Maleny Show-
ground Qld, from Thursday July 11th to Thursday July18. Don’t for-
get that you can arrive earlier and depart later than these dates if 
you chose. The Saturday night dinner will be held at the Maleny RSL 
Club. Both the Showground Trust by allowing 7 day stay and the 

RSL opening dining room are making special arrangements for us.  

AT LAST, ANOTHER CLUB NEWSLETTER. 
I know I have been really slack and not produced a newsletter for some 
time. But I need some assistance from you the members with articles 

that I can include in the newsletters. 

 



www.summerlandcaravanclub.org.au  

This is the address of YOUR web page. Unfortunately not too many members are logging in to our 
web site. It is very secure and requires a user name and password (you should have them by now, if 
you are not sure contact Colin 6686 2722) to gain entry to the members section. You are able to 
view or download our newsletter, items for sale or the current Rally List if required at any time of 
the day. There are links to various organisations that are relevant to caravanning. Plus other informa-
tion (eg. Porta Pottie chemicals) If you have any suggestions for things that should be included please 

contact me, preferably by email or written copy, then I will not have to try to remember details. 

PLEASE NOTE. 

If you find that your circumstances change and you are unable to attend a rally that you 

have registered for, please advise the Rally Master as soon as possible. 

Also if you intend to invite guests/visitors on a rally please advise the Rally Master. We 
need to have a participant in any Rally to act as a Rally Leader/Coordinator. The respon-

sibilities would be to take on the day to day organising of the rally. 
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Upcoming 2013 Rallies and Picnic/Meetings 

Bookings/Enquiries     
Kevin Hill 0428 429 903 or kevlei02@bigpond.com  
 
May 29 - June1 Spirit of the Horse. 
Grant, Finch,  Bradley.   
July 11—18. Christmas in July Maleny Showgrounds 
Peters, Hills, Grants, Paulls, Allen, Campbell, Holland,Bryant,  Macdonald, Gordon, 
Carbines, Saunders 
August  12 - 18th Wooli Solitary Island Marine Park. (deferred from Feb) 
Grant, Gordons. 
September 8 Meeting at Ballina RSL 10.30am start. 
September 20 to October 7 15Th National Caravan Club Rally 
Rockhampton QLD.  
Paull, Hill,  Roach, Wort, Leach, Allen, Holland, Campbell ,Ward. 
October 22 - 31 New England Ranges Roving Rally. 
Grant, Hill 

November 10 Meeting at Ballina RSL 10.30am start. 
November 27 - December 3rd  Christmas at Brunswick Heads.  
Christmas Dinner at  Brunswick Heads Bowling Club. $25/hd includes 2 course/nibbles 
Peters, Hill, Paull, Holland, Grant,  

 
NOTE. All dates shown above are “Home” to “Home” dates. Always refer to full rally itinerary 

for dates in and out of various destinations. 

Please let Kevin know if  your name is not shown above and you intend to participate in any of 

the above rallies. There will be a Rally sheet in the Rally Book for each rally for you to include 

your name at the next meeting. 

 

Number 20 



Page 3 Number 20 

TRIP REPORT,  “BALLINA TO BOURKE and BACK” From Monday, 1st April 2013 

Beverley & John Grant 

Monday 1st, 

Woodenbong,  6 caravans arrived, to start the rally, most arrived between lunch and afternoon tea.  Our first 

Happy Hour, and it extended to about one and half hours. 

Tuesday 2nd. 

We all started off for Goondiwindi,  “Buster” took off early, to go to Warwick to purchase a new battery for 
his van,  the rest of us, that is all 5 vans, went on to YELARBON, where we left Ray and Yvonne in a nice 
little Free Camp Site, for a couple of nights, the rest of us went on to Goondiwindi,  where we were wel-
comed by the Park Management, very pleasant park and good amenities,  and Surprise Surprise  our President 

and his First Lady, arrived in the late afternoon, after a very long drive just in time for Happy Hour. 

Wednesday 3rd. 

We all did our own thing, sightseeing and just general looking around the town, a few walked the River Walk,  

Happy Hour No. 3 took a little longer, again. 

Thursday 4th . 

As we were making our way through town, on our way to our next stop BOOMI  Ray made contact on the 
radio, to tell us of his Clutch troubles and that he would not be able to make Boomi with us that day. He had 
made contact with the NRMA,  and they were taking care of them.  Unfortunately Ray and Yvonne were not 
able to join us for the remainder of the rally, but that is another story that we are sure they will tell you later.  

Boomi was a great little Caravan Park, clean, neat, gravel, and right next to the Artesian Pools. 

Friday 5th .  

 Not much town to look at but right in the heart of Cotton Country,  so plenty to see, good little Pub for Fri-

day night dinner. 

Saturday 6th . 

NINDIGULLY PUB,  She Aint What She Used To Be,  a big disappointment, they are improving the grounds 
by the river, but the Pub, was a let down,  Meals have doubled in price, and the Service,,,,What Service ? left 

much to be desired. We had Lunch there,  no more Nindigully Pub for us. 

Sunday 7th . 

St. George, a small park, but we were made very welcome by the friendly staff, couldn’t do enough for us. 

Monday 8th . 

Once again we all did our own thing, rambled around the town and saw the sights. The Sheehans arrived to 

join us for the rest of the rally. 

Hebel General Store 
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Tuesday 9th . 

On to Lightning Ridge, via Dirrinbandi and Hebel, both interesting little towns, the Hebel Pub was 

worth a look, and most made the local shop a good stop for lunch. 

The Opal Caravan Park at Lightning Ridge was excellent,  the amenities were spacious and spotless, and 
we had Happy Hour on the Village Green in the Park, the Artesian Pool was just a short way up the road, 

many made use of same, but the water temperature was around 45 degrees. 

Wednesday 10th . 

Most of us took  the Outback Opal Tour,  which included an underground  mine and many other sights 

around the ridge, the bus driver was a man of many words. 

 

TRIP REPORT ‘BOURKE ‘N’ BACK’  FROM THURSDAY 11TH APRIL 2013 

(Joy & Peter Ward) 

Thursday 11th 

This was our last day at Lightning Ridge. Most just “did their own thing” whether it be looking at the gallery, 
fuelling up & getting supplies or just enjoying the ambience of “the Ridge”.  Colin mended his bathroom 
hatch with all sorts of suggestions and ideas being thrown at him.  Last dip in the artesian pool for some.  
Our fearless leader “Little John” organised his “chickadees” for tomorrows departure to Brewarrina via 

Walgett. 

Friday 12th 

Left Lightning Ridge at 9am with lots of comments on the road, and we even had a report from the coast-
guard to reassure us of the height and frequency of the “waves”. John & Jean managed to get a stone chip in 
their windscreen from a passing vehicle.  Arrived at Walgett for morning tea and we were all surprised at 
the presentation of the town and delighted to find a lovely park with clean toilets for morning tea. (Gray 
Park).  Leaving Walgett we headed toward Brewarrina and 4 Mile Reserve, which was to be our camp-
site for tonight.  We crossed a bridge and noticed a beautiful green, flat area beside the river and thought 
“this has to be it?”....but a local set us straight over the cb and said that 4 mile reserve was further along. 
(This spot was ideal, with shady trees and flat areas, but alas, no toilets and it wasn’t where we were sup-
posed to be!) Tony & Kerrie led us into camp about 1pm where we all picked a spot and levelled our vans 
the best we could and settled in for the night.  This was an interesting spot and would of been very pretty if 
we had not been on the end of the last flood, which caused the jetty and boat ramp to have 4” of thick mud 
on both. There were flushing toilets and cold showers, so quite well set up for bush camp.  John & Jean 
drove into Brewarrina to ring their granddaughter, as it was her birthday, and low and behold managed to 
get their stone chip repaired at the same time. Kerrie  had a fish and caught a carp (we think).  At happy 

hour, it was decided that 9am was our pull out time tomorrow. 

Saturday 13th 

We had a drive around Brewarrina before departing on our journey and checked out the “fish 
traps” which had been built on the river by the aboriginals and also the “fishway” built at a cost of $1million 

to allow the fish to swim upstream and breed. 

We noticed a lot of emus in the paddocks and along the side of the road.  Morning tea was at Ro-
tary Park in Bourke, then we had ½ hour to do what had to be done before meeting up at the information 
centre.  We drove out to “Kidman Camp” caravan park, which was to be our stop for the next 3 nights.  
Afternoon tea was a special event, under the shade of the trees, with birthday cake (lit with candles) for 
Colin, who had a special “0” birthday. Most of the group, including some friends of Colin & Margaret (Alec 
& Judy) who happened to be in Bourke. Most of us went to the Bourke Bowling Club for tea. (via a cour-
tesy bus).  It was a lovely Chinese restaurant, and the food was plentiful, delicious and very reasonable in 

price. (Kevin we thought of you missing out on a “Chinese Meal”) 
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Sunday 14th 

Not much action this morning, except for our early morning walkers. Some folk went to Back O Bourke show 
and information centre.  Others checked out the sites of Bourke (of which there are many), beautiful old build-

ings which could tell a tale or two, wharf precinct, Fred Hollows grave and more. 

Monday 15th 

Much same as Sunday, all doing their own thing.  Some gathered at the old ”Crossley engine” at the wharf pre-
cinct at 12 noon to watch it be started up.  Most interesting to hear the history of this wonderful old machine.  

As we had “Happy Hour”, the clouds formed into beautiful formation over a brilliant red sunset. 

Tuesday 16th 

Tony, Kerrie and Kate left the convoy this morning, the rest of us headed off toward Cobar for morning tea.  
Some folk stayed back at Cobar and had a look at the town before joining us at Nyngan for lunch. Jean had to 
put on the “winning lotto” ticket which we had all thrown in for!!!! We arrived at our camp at Sandy Creek 
and Beverley and Bob set about tidying up the campsite from papers etc.  In no time at all, the area was clean 
and the fire going to burn the rubbish.  This was the first campfire and it continued on into the night and was 

enjoyed by all.  

Wednesday 17th 

We left camp at the usual 9am and drove through Warren, onto our morning tea stop at Coonamble.  The 
park was lovely and green and plenty of room for the vans.  Some drove around to check out the local sites 
and then off we went along straight and reasonably good roads to Pilliga Bore Baths which was to be our 
stop for the next two nights. Jean & John were a little later arriving as they had met up with an old acquaint-
ance in Coonamble and of course, stopped to chat.  Buster was the first of our group to test the baths, and he 

was very “brave” as there were heaps of other caravanners there enjoying the hot baths as well. 

Thursday 18th 

Bob and Sue left the convoy this morning as they are heading to Moree to restock their supplies and head for 
Boondoomba Country Festival later in the week.  Buster & Judy also left us as their van battery had gone 
flat and they headed off to Narrabri to find a caravan park for a night on power. (They would be rejoining us 
the next morning) Jean and John did the “wetlands walk”  the rest of us sat in the shade and talked and drank 
coffee!!! Around 12.15, Paul and Jill arrived for couple of nights with the group, as they were on their own tour 

out west.  At Happy Hour, it was decided that departure time would be 9am. 

Friday 19th 

Left Pilliga Bore Baths, after an eventful night of shouting and rough language from some of the new campers. 
(mind you there were some in our group who never heard a thing!) Onwards to Wee Waa for morning tea 
at a delightful park just off the main street which also had a dump point. Jean decided that this was the right 
time to tell us that we HADN’T won lotto last night.  Margaret & Colin decided to leave and head for home, as 
Margaret had had hay fever for almost the whole trip and wasn’t feeling well. The other 4 vans continued onto 
Yarrie Lake, where Buster and Judy had already set up camp. We had wonderful sites overlooking the lake 
with power, water  AND TV which allowed some of us to watch the rugby league match between Australia 
and New Zealand. The caretaker at Yarrie Lake was most helpful in pointing us in the right direction to collect 
wood for the camp fire, and even lent us a wheel barrow. Peter and the caretaker headed off in the caretaker’s 
ute to collect some hardwood logs, which were even chainsawed into manageable lengths. The girls had a cou-
ple of games of Rummy O, and Paul lit the fire early as some wanted to leave and watch the footy. We were 

joined by “Dale” from WA who was travelling on his own. 

Saturday 20th 

This was a “do your own thing” day, with some going into Narrabri for supplies and a look around at local at-
tractions.  At the lake there were some water skiers, which entertained us all for a while.  Tony & Kerrie 
turned up to visit, as their Nissan had had alternator trouble while they were at Burren Junction and the 
NRMA had taken them to Narrabri, while awaiting parts. The campfire was lit a bit earlier today, as there was a 
cold wind blowing and it was very cosy just to sit and watch the flames.  There were some who sat for a while 
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 and watched a LOT of flames and had a drink or two.  

Sunday 21st 

There was a cool start to build into a sunny day.  John & Jean decided that their cows had had enough time 
on their own, so headed for home.  Jill & Paul also left us to continue on their touring way.  Buster and Judy 
left early, but intended to meet up again during the day, as they wanted to check out their old stomping 
ground of Warialda.  Now the convoy consisted of trip lead (Beverley & John) and tail end Charlie (Peter 
& Joy).  We headed off toward Glen Innes (this had been a change of plan, rather than go through Ashford).  
Stopping to view the majestic  Sawn Rocks in Mt Kaputar National Park, we arrived a little later than 
expected for morning tea in Bingara. Heading off for our last night on the road to Glen Innes, we had 
lunch at Swanbrook Rest Area.  Buster and Judy sailed past as we were having lunch. Arriving at Glen 
Rest Caravan Park in Glen Innes they were there waiting for us all to assemble to book in for the 
night. We had a wonderful fire in the camp kitchen area, (It was an old wood heater which meant we all 
fitted around it and there was no smoke)  The past 3 weeks activities were discussed, and analysed for fu-
ture trips and a pleasant couple of hours, with lots of memories being bought up, re special events on the 
trip.  Joy presented a card to Beverley and John, signed by the group, in appreciation of all their planning & 

organisation of such a wonderful trip. 

Monday 22nd 

Beginning our last day, was a bit sad, as we had had such a good crew on this rally.  Buster & Judy left a bit 
earlier than the other two, as he said he travelled slower.  We had prearranged Jackadgery for morning 
tea, and we were nearly there when we caught up to the other travellers.  Onto Grafton and then up the 
Pacific Highway toward home.  We really noticed how much traffic was on the road (maybe we hadn’t seen 
much in the last 3 weeks of outback travel?) Beverley & John & Joy & Peter stopped at Wardell to say bye 
to Buster and Judy as they had stopped in Grafton to refuel.  Buster whizzed by beeping his horn and wav-
ing (obviously he had turned his cb off!!) So the other four then headed for home, after an eventful 3 weeks 
of sightseeing, laughs, soaking in hot pools, car dramas, flat batteries and companionship which makes all this 

worthwhile. 

Thank you Beverley & John 

  

Free camping at Sandy Creek near Warren  
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The “Bourke “ group at Dirranbandi  

 

 

 Nindigully Free Camp    Brewarrina Weir & Fish traps 


